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Code of Ethics for Dental Hygienists

1. Preamble _ _ . o : : .
-As dental hygienists. we are a community of professionals devoted to the prevention of diseasa and the promotion
and improvemsant of the puhlms fisaith. We are preventive oral health professionals who provide educational,
clinical, and therapeutic services to the public. We strive to five meaningful, productive, satisfying lives that -
simultanecusly serve us, our profession our society, and the world, Our actionis, behaviors, and attitudes are
consistent with our commitment to public service. We endorse and incorporate the Code into our daily lives:

2. Furpose
The purpose of a professional code of ethics is to achieve hagh levels of eth;caf carisciousnass, decision making.
and practice by the members of the profession: Specific objectives of the Dental Hygiene Bode of Ethics are

o toincrease our professional and ethical consciousness and sense of ethical respons:hlhty

o 1o lead us to recognize ethtcat issues and choices and o gulde us i mak:ng more informed ethical
decisions.

to establish a standard for professional ;ucigement and conduct.

o provide a statement of the athical behavior ihe pubinc can expect from us.

4

The Dental Hygeene Code of Ethics is meant{o influence us throughout our careers. H slimulates our continuing
study of ethical issues-and challenges us to explora our ethical respansibitities. The: Code establishes concise
standards of behavior to guide the public's expectations of our profession and supports existing dental hygiens
practice, laws, and ragulations. By ho! ding ourselves accountable to meeting the standards:siated i the Code. we
enhance the public's trust on which our professional privilege and status are foundeéd.

3. Key Concepts :
Our beliefs, principies. values, and ethics are concepts reflectsd in the Code. They are the essential elements of
our comprehenswe and definitive code of ethics, and are interrelated and mutually dependent.

4. Basic Beliefs _ _ o _ .
e recognize the importance of the following beliefs thal guide our practice and provide context for our ethics:
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e The services we provide contribute fo the health and well being of society.

o Our education and ficensure qualiy us to serve the public by preventing ana treating cral disease and
helpmg mdmduais achieve and maintain optirnai health,

¢ Individuals have intrinsic worth, are rasaon51bie for their own heaith, and aré entitted to make choices
regarding their healih.

o Dentat hygiene care is an-essential component of overall healthcare and we function interdependently with
other healthcare providers.

¢ All paople should have access 16 heslthcare; mciudmg cral heaiahcare

s We are individually responsibie for our actions and the quality of care we pravide.

5. Fundamental Principies
These fundamental principles, universal concepts, and general laws.of conduct provide the foundation for our
ethics,

Universality
The principle of umversah“y assumes that, if oné nndmdual judges an.action to be right or wrong in.a given

sstuazson other people’ consuienng the same action in the same situation would make the same judgement.

Compfementarity

The principle of complementarity assumes the existence of an obligation to justite and basic human rights! It
requires us to act toward Sthers in the same way they would act foward us.if roles were reversed. Inall
relationships, it means considering the values and perspective of others before making decisions or taking actions

affecting them,

Ethics

Ethics are the general standards of right and wrong that guxde behavior within society. As generally accepted
actions, they can be }udged by determining the extent io which they promote good and minimize harm. Ethics
compel us to-engage in health prometion/disease prevention activities,

Community .
This grinciple expresses ourconcern fof the bond between nndwzduals the commumiy and society in general. it

leads us to preserve natural resources and mnspires us 1o show concemn for the global environment -

Responsibility
Respansibility is central to our ethics. We recognize that there are guidelines for making ethical choices and accept

responsibllity for knowing and applying them; We accept the consequences of our actions or the failure to act and
are willing to make ethical choices and publicly affirm them,

&. Core Values o _ .
We acknowledge these values as general guidas for our choices and actions.
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Individual autonomy and respect for human bemgs
People have the right to be treated with respect. They have the right to informed consent prior to treatment, and
thay have the right to full disclosure of all reievant mfermatton s0 that they can make informead choices about théir

Lare.

Confldantiality
We respact the conf identiality of client information and relationships as & demonstration of the value we place on

individual autonomy. We acknowledge our obs igation to justify any.viofation of a confidence.

Societal Trust
We value client trust and understand that pubhc trust in our profession is based on our actions and behavior.

Nonmaleﬂcence
We accept our fundamentat obligation to prowde services in a manner that protects all clients and minimizes harm

‘{0 them and others invalved in their freatment.

Beneficence
We have a primary rolein promoting the well being of individuals and the public by engagmg in haaﬁh

pmmctmn!dlsease preveﬁt:on activities.

_Jusnce and Fairness
We value justlce and supportthe fairand equ:table digtribution of healthcara resources. We believe afl people

sholld have access to high-quality, affordable oral healthcare,

Veracity
We accept our obhgahon fo teil e tnith and assume that others will do the same, We value se{f-knowtedge and’

seek truth and honesty in all relationships.

7. Standards of Professionat Responsibiiity
We are cb!sgated lo practice our profession in a manner that supports our purpose; bejiefs, and. values in
accordance with the fundamental principles that supporl our ethics. We acknow!adge the foliowing responsibilities:

To Ourselves as Individuals...

o Avoid self-deception; and continually strive for knowledge and personal growth.,
Establish and maintain a Etfeslyle that suppons optlmai health,

Create a safe work eénvironment,

Assert cur own interests in ways that are fair and equitable.

Seek the advice and counsel of others when challenged with ethical dilemmas.
Have realistic expectations of ourselves and recognize our limitations.
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To Ourselves as Professionals...

= Enhance professional competencies through continuous learning in order to practice according to high
standards of care.

s Support gdental hyglane pear~rewew sysfems and quality- assurance measuras.

s Develop.collabarative professicnal relationships and exchange knowledge to enhance our own life-long
professional development.

To Family and Friends

» Support the efforts of others to establish and maintain healthy fifestyles and respect the rights of friends and
family.

To S!ients._.'.

o Provide orai healthcare utilizing high leveis of professionat knowledge, judgemant, and skill

o Maintain.a work environment that minimizes the risk of harm.

¢ Serve all clients witholt discrimination and avoid action toward any individua! or groap that may ba
interpreted as drscr;mmawr}'

Hold pmfessmnal client relaimnshlps conf:denl;&t

Communicate with clients In a respeciful manner.

Promote ethical behavior and high standards of care by all dental hygienists.

_Sewe as-an advocats for the welfare of clients.

Provide clients with the information necessary to make lmormed decisions about their oral health and
encotrage their full-participation in treatment decisions and goals. -

Refer clients to ather healthcare providers when their needs are beyond our ability or scope of pracﬂce
» Educate clients about high-quality oral healthcare.
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To Colleagues...

o Conduct prefessmnaE activities and programs, and develop relationships in ways that are honest,
responsible, and appropnatei y.opan and candid..

« Encourage a work environment that promotes individual professional growth and development.

» Collaborate with others to create a work environment ‘that minimizes risk to the personal health and safety
of our colleagues.

« Manage conflicts constructively.

« Support the efforts of other dental hygienists {o communicats the dental hygiene philosophy of preventive
oral care.

o Inform other healthcare professionals about the relationship between genefal and oral heakth.
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o Promote human relationships that are mutually beneficial, incluging those with other healthcare
professionals, ‘

To Employees and Employers...

» Conduct profess;onal activities. and programs, and develop relaz;onshlps nways ihak are honest,
responsible, open; and candid.

o Manage conflicts constructivety.

v Support the right of our employees and employers to work in an environment that promotes wellness.

» Respect the employment rights of aur employars and emplovees.

To the Dentat Hyg_iane_ meessi_on-...

Paruc:pate inthe. deve!opment and advancement of our profession.

Avoid conflicis of interest and declare them. when they occuir,

Seek’ Oppnriuntnes io increase public awaréness and understandmg of oral heaith practrces

Act in ways that bring credit to cur profession while demonstrahng approprrate respect for coileagues in
other professrons

Conlribute time, talent, and financial resources to supporn and promote aur professaon

. Premote & positive image for our professmn

o Premota a framewark for professaonai education that develops dental hygiene competencies 1o meet the
oratand’ o_veraii health needs of the public.

s ® ¢ a

To the Communily and Society...

® Recogmze and yphold the faws and. regulations. tmvermng our profession. .

e Document and report mappmprlate :nacxe:-quate or substandard care and/or :!Eegai activities by any
healthcare provider. to the responsible authorifies. .

s Use peer review as a mechanism for identifying: inappropriate, inadequate, or suhstandarcf care ang for
modifying and improving: the care provided by dental hygienists.

s Comply-with local, state. and- federat statules that promote public health and safety.

° Dauekop suppari systems and quahty»assurance programs in the workplace to assist dental hygienists in
providing the appropﬁate standard of care,

» Promote access to dental hygiene services for all, supporting justice and fairness in the distribution of
healthcare resources. )

o Act consistently with the ethics of the global scientific community of which our profession is a part.

¢ Create a healthful workplace ecosystem to support a healthy environment,

s Recagnize and uphold our obfigation o provide pro bono service.
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To Sclentific Investigation...

We accept responsibility for conducting research according 1o the iundamental principles underlying cur ethical
beliefs in compliance with universal codes, gevernmental standards, and professicnal guidelines for the care and’
management of experimerital subjects. We acknowfedge our ethucal ob ligations to the scientific community:

Conduct research thai c_o_n‘tr_ibu_zesknow'iedgé that iy and uséful to our clients and soclety,
Use research methods that mest accepled scientific standards.
Use research resources appropriately. '
'Systemattcaiiy raview and justify research in progress to insure the most favorable benefit-io-risk ratio to
research subjects:
" Submit.all proposais mvoivmg human sub}ects to an appropnate hurnan subject review committee.
Secure appropri ate :nst;tutzonal committee’ approvat for the conduc! of research :nvoivmg animals.
o Obtain informed conseni from human subjects pamctpatlng in research that is based on specifications
published in Title 21 Code of Federal Regulations Par 46.
«. Respect the conﬁdentla!lty amd privacy of data.
¢ Seek opporiunities to advance dental ‘hygiene knowledge through research by providing financial, human
and technical rescurces whenever possnhle
e 'Reporlresearch results Ina nmeiy manner.

s o & 2
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¢ Report research findings compielely and honestly draw ing only thase ccnciusmns that are supported by.the’

dala’ presented

s Report the names of anveshgators falrty and accurately.

s 3nterprei the research: and the research of others accurately and objectively, drawsng conclusions that are
supported by the data presented and seeklng clarity when uncertain.

o Critically evaluate research methods and resuits before appiy:ng new theory and technology.in practice.

s Beé know?edgeable concerning currently accepted preventive and therapetic methocis products, and
technology and their apphcatloﬂ to our prachce

Approved and ratified by tha 1995 ADHA House of De!egates
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